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Abstract

The "minimum" implementation of Channel Status was included in the original AES3 specification to allow
implementers to reduce the complexity of transmitting interfaces. Its use has always been discouraged, and in
the context of current electronics hardware the complexity saving compared to the Standard implementation is
not significant. Moreover, it adds complexity to receivers by requiring them to recognize a special case which
does not have a correct CRC in byte 23, and in practice many receivers do not recognize it and flag a CRC error.

This Amendment withdraws the "minimum" implementation of Channel Status. Thus transmitters that use it
will no longer conform to AES3, but the practice of insisting on a correct CRC in receivers now will conform.

This Amendment also adds a code point to byte 1, bits 4 to 7, to support the carriage of MIDI data in the user
bits as specified in IEC 62537 (digital interface for loudspeakers).

An AES standard implies a consensus of those directly and materially affected by its scope and provisions and is
intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer, and the general public. The existence of an AES
standard does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether or not he or she has approved the document, from
manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in agreement with the
standard. Prior to approval, all parties were provided opportunities to comment or object to any provision.
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this AES standard or information document
may be the subject of patent rights. AES shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patents.
Approval does not assume any liability to any patent owner, nor does it assume any obligation whatever to
parties adopting the standards document. This document is subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to
obtain the latest edition. Recipients of this document are invited to submit, with their comments, notification
of any relevant patent rights of which they are aware and to provide supporting documentation.



Pr
ev

ie
w

on
ly

w
w

w
.a

es
.o

rg
/s

ta
nd

ar
ds

Document preview:
for full document, go to

www.aes.org/publications/standards

AES3-Am.6-2008

- 2 -

2008-11-12 printing

NOTE 1 There are no additional definitions

NOTE 2 There are no additional normative references


