
\ in Review 
A return in retrospect to the greatest 

audio show of all. Until next year, that is. 

HARRl E K. RICHARDSON 

F YOURS WAS NOT the good fortune to attend the 1952 Audio Fair, 
you missed witnessing the culmination of the maturing process 
which has transformed the audio industry from a loosely-bound 

package of diverse interests into a monolithic mass which welds; 
together in common objective many of the basic arts and sciences. 

Of course, this is but another way of saying that audio has 
grown up-a thought we have been hearing for years on end. And 
we don't question the correctness of its expression in the past. On 
the other hand, we feel that the time has come to broaden its mean- 
ing-to give it the absolute quantity which prevails when an indus- 
try achieves the stability that comes with self-sufficiency. 

Impressive proof that the audio industry has reached this stage 
was disdayed in abundance at the 1952 Fair. Even the most casual 
analysis of visitors verified the belief that today's audio fan is far 
removed from the puttering individual whose chief satisfaction- 
whether in audio or anything else-lies in putting things together 
and taking them apart again. In the space of but a single year the 
character of the audio fan has undergone the transformation which 
the industry itself is now reflecting. Simply speaking, audio manu- 
facturers today are serving individuals who are interested in audio 
chiefly because of its ability to add to the richness of their existence, 
and who care little, if at all, about audio because of its technical 
enchantment. 

It is for these reasons that we believe audio has at  last achieved 
maturity in the fullest meaning of the word. 

Among the 13,000 visitors who attended the 1952 function were 
hundreds of prominent persons, including the distinguished Dr. 
E. H. Armstrong, inventor of FM broadcasting, whose presence 
lent both dignity and authority to the Fair as the accepted meeting 
place of the audio industry. 

Following is this reporter's annual effort to convince you that, 
until you've thrilled to an Audio Fair, you just ain't been around. 

Success on a national scale was 
clearly evident in the impressive 
display of Philadelphia's Acro 
Produets Company. In addition 
to the now-famous Acrosound 
output transformers which were 
first introduced a t  the 1051 Fair, 
there were shown many new de- 
vices with which the company is 
making i ts  bid as  a leading 
manufacturer of audio compo- 
nents. 

Packaged sound systems in 
hiehlv original cabinetra. to- -- -- 
gether with- an excellent switch- 
ing system for A-B testing, made 
the exhibit of Allied Sound 
Corporation New York both 
inviting nnh satisfying. i n  both 
respects it reflected t h e  firm's 
lavish new sound studios in mid- 
town Manhattan. Newest of the 

country's major distributors of 
fine audio equipment, Allied 
Sound has gone all out in pro- 
viding music lovers and audio 
fans with the industry's most 
pretentious demonstration facili- 
ties. 

As in previous years, 
Wire Corporation gracedAl!k 
Fair with an informative shqw~ng 
of wire and cable for practlcally 
every coneeivable audio applica- 
tion. The importance audio i s  as- 
suming in the general Geld of 
electronics is wel! exemplified by 
the annual partlc~pntion of Alphn 
-major supplidr to the entire 
electronics industry-in the Fair. 

The title of Altec Lansing 
Corporation's exhibit might well 
have been "The Three Sixes", 
judging from the tremendous 

Counterclockwise-Hal Blumenstein with Mrs. and Dave Hafler of Acro-Allied Sound Corp.-Altec Lansing Corp.-Ampex Electric Cow.- 
Amplifier Corp. of America-Dave Sarser and sister Sebe for Audak Company-Audio Center of Arrow Electronics-Audio Devices-Alpha 
Wire-Berlant Associates-H. A. Hartley with H - T  speaker--Cwk Labs and Bozak Speakers-Bohn Music Systems-David Bogen Company- 
Bell Sound Systems, 1 n c . T .  Robinson-Cox of Beam Instruments-Audio-Video Products' Instrumentation Exhibit-<. J. LeBel and L. S. Good- 
friend of Audio Instrument Co. Inc.-Audio Exchange teamed with Jeff Markell Associates with touch of humor, and the much needed aspirin. 
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interest shown in the company's 
urw Wlrl. W2.L uud W C  cuaxlal 
spealiers. Still another six might 
euter the pr~2ure 11 we uffork.erl 
unr attention to the WfiA cururr 
s~~~akt.r-~uci~sure.-kitfi~u::hutl~t.r 
Alttr: products - including the 
hmons 21U n~icrophoue and Peer- 
less transformers - were dls- 
aiuved. The Three Sixes won the 
battle Por attention hands down. 
This was the first publip show- 
ing ~f the newAltec speakers in 
the East. 

The growing interest of music 
lovers in professional tape re- 

,corders for home use was evi- 
denced in the Ampex Electric 
Company display o f  the famous 
Ampex 'Type 400 recorder housed 
in n handsomelv finished ma- 
hogany-cabinet. Also shown were 
the latest Ampex models for 
broadcast stations and recording 
studios. including the new stereo- 
phonic - portable. 

!ive perfornrerd taking ovep a t  
unannounced intervals. So excel- . 
lent \vua the reproduct~on that 
anv distinction 1)ettvern t h ~  tdu 
w i  lurgeli K mait& bi-3ulks: 
work. Adding to the cleinonstra- 
tion's dramatic proportions was 
the fact that both musical in- 
struments emDl0~ed ,were Stradi- 
vari, valued dt  well over a hum- 
dred thousand dollars. Strictly 
big time. 

As might be expected Audio 
Devices Inc., provided on; of the 
Fair's &ore interesting showines 
of recordine materials. Rrvce 
Haynes, ad '.manager, and Bob 
Browne. who handles the A - n  nr-  

High Quality Audio 

If we had to name a sin le 
most popular display a t  the Fa%, 
i t  is a certainfy that The Audak 
Company exhibit would be the 
probable choice for top honors. 
Maximilian Weil Audak presi- 
dent long known'for his virtuos- 
ity in the field of pickup design. 
nave graphic evidence that his 
reputation a s  a capable showman 
is equallv well deserved. Two 
noted musicians-David Sarser, 
violinist with the NBC Symphony 
and co-designer of the famous 
Musicians Amplifier together 
with his lovely sister bebe. cellist 
with the City Center Opera Com- 
pany-gave half-hourly perforni- 
ances in the Audak exhibit, dem- 
onstrating the fidelity of the new 
Audak Chromatic reproducer. 
Prior to the Fair Dave and Sebe 
made a series of'recordings; the 
demonstratiop consisted of play- 
ing these recordings, with the 

count for ~ i c k a r d -  &-C&pany 
advertising agency, were on hand 
to receive their annual congratu- 
lations from ~rominent  industrr 
figures for publication of anothek 
fine directory of tape recorders in 
"The Audio Record." Herewith 
we tender our own thoughts of 
approbation for a job well done 
-one which is  of distinct value 
to the audio industry. 

Living evidence that andio fans 
are not without a sense of humor 
was offered by The Audio Ex- 
change, Jamaica, N. Y.. with a 
prominently displayed sign b e ~ r -  
ing the message, "Another Audio 
Exchange Service--FRE.E AS- 
PIRIN." Sharing this suite with 
The Audio Exchange was Jeff 
Markell Associates New York, 
who presented an  inusual ,show- 
ina of custom cabinetrv. There 
was no exhibit more sitisfvine 
to the true music lover-the"per7 
son who thinks of audio a s  an 
adjunct to his living room which 
is both functional and decorative. 

Precision audio equipment for 
specialized professional usage was 
the keynote of the Audio Instru- 
ment Company exhibit. Design 
and develooment eneineers landed 
here as a sort of niiofflcinl head- 
auarters. On hand to  explainLnd 
demonstrate the phenomenal in- 
struments shown was the "dean" 
of the audio industry, C. J. LeBel. 
company president.. founder and 
secretary of the AES, and vice- 
president of Audio Devices, Inc. 

Entry. of Ampex into the field 
of multidimens~onal sound repro- 
duction held the spotlight in the 
exhibit of Audio & Video Prod- 
nets Corporation, New York. 
Superb program material and ex- 
cellent switching facilities per- 
mitted listeners to A-B high-qual- 
ity single-track recordings with 
Ampex's new "Stereophonic 
Sound." Interesting to note in- 
cidentally, the tremendous grbwth 
of Audio & Video Products since 
last year's Audio Fair. I n  addi- 
tion to operating one of the coun- 
try's most complete recording 
studios, recording and distrihut- 
ing pre-recorded tape through its 
subsidiary A-V Tape Libraries, 
Inc Audio and Video has formed 
an 'instrumentation Division and 
a Commercial Products Division, 
both of which are among the 
nation's leading purveyors of 
audio equipment to  industry. 

This was the second appearance 
a t  the Audio Fair of two British 
products - Acoustical Q.U.A.D. 
amplifiers and Tannoy dual-con- 

Counterclockwise-E featured by British Industries Corp.-The Carduners of British Industries, Leonard and Gene-E's Sandy Cahn with Vic 
Brociner-Brook Electronics-Browning Laboratories-Cook Laboratories' binaural disc played with special Livingston arm--Cinema Engineering 
50.-Collins Audio Products' kits and tuner-Lucite enclosure shown by Jensen-Kelton speaker-C. G. Barker of Magnecard with new synch- 
Ing device-General Electric Co. with diamond styli-Mrs. and Mr. E. J. Gately, Jr. with new corner speaker-Jim Parks of Fisher Radio Corp.- 
over-size Fairchild dynamic pickup--Electronic Workshop's small new speaker enclosure-Electro-Voice's display well populated, Wiilard Wilson 

ef Wilmington (Del.) Electrical Specialty Co. in foreground-Daven prexy Louis Newman-Danby Radio Corp. speaker enclosures. 
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