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W e are deeply saddened to 
announce the death  of 
Robert Trabue Davis .  

Through his dignity, humor, intelli- 
gence, and gentleness of spirit, Bob 
truly made this world a better place 

' for all who knew him. In addition to 
I his contributions to the audio indus- 

try, he will also bc remembered for 
his gift of music. 

Bob began studying piano at the 
age of five. By the fourth grade he 
switched to the clarinet. Within two 
years his skills were advanced and he 
began taking lessons at the Music De- 
partment of the University of Ken- 
tucky. In the summer of his eleventh 
year, he went to the Interlochen Mu- 
sic Academy in Michigan. and stud- 
ied with Keith Stein of the Chicago 
Symphony. 

His dedication to music continued 
throughout his junior and senior high 
school years. Every other weekend. 
he traveled 160 miles from his home 
in Lexington,  Kentucky. to the  
Cincinnati Conservatory of Music to 
study with the principal clarinetist of 
the Cincinnati Symphony. 

Rob attended Michigan State Uni- 
versity for two years before transfer- 
ring to the University of Kentucky. 
majoring in broadcasting and commu- 
nications. with a minor in music. Af- 
ter receiving his B.A. in 1959, he did 
his postgraduate work at the Universi- 
ty of Kentucky, where he received a 
master's degree in musicology. Upon 
graduation, he joined the faculty of 
the Music Department. Although he 
loved the study of music, he often 
said, in jest. "the only thing a mas- 
ter's in musicologj~ is good for is 
teaching others to be musicologists." 

Robert T. Davis 

He joined the Lexington Philhar- 
monic as principal clarinetist. played 
in the faculty woodwind quintet. and 
gave recitals. He also became inter- 
ested in vocal music, which was to 
become hi< lifelong passion. 

He left the university and uent into 
broadcasting as operations manager 
and announcer at radio  stat ion 
WSAC, Fort Knox. His vocal training 
enabled him to work on-air without a 
regional accent. 

In his youth, Bob had worked with 
his father a well known a~idioivisual 
dealer in the Southeast .  After his 
short career in radio. he reentered the 
audiovisual industry with a commer- 
cial sound contractor in Lexington. 
Kentucky. Fro111 there. he  joined 
Technical Service Corporation,  a 
sound contracting firm in Louis\,ille. 
as vice president of sales. 

While in Loi~isville. Bob joined the 
Louisville Woodwind Quintet. the Ken- 

tucky Opera Association, and the 
Louisville Bach Society. His opentic roles 
included both Jenik and Vasek in The 
Bcrr?er-~il Bride, Sernerana's Edguardo in 
kc in ,  f i~uncio  in Puccini's Giarzni Schic- 
(.,hi, and Faust in Gounod's Faust. He also 
enjoyed performing in musical comedy, 
singing the lead roles of Tommy Albright 
in Brigczdoo~z, Bdly Bigelow in Caroz~el, 
and El Gallo in The F~tzt~~sticks. He also 
pirrsued his love for sacred music with per- 
fom~mces of St. John and the St. Paul Pas- 
sions by J.S. Bach. 

In 1971 he moved to Detroit and 
joined Industrial Communication 
Company as a sales engineer and 
sound system designer. He began the 
practice of including his resum6 with 
his proposals so that the client could 
judge the qualifications and character 
of the designer. He also gained a rep- 
utation as the man who installed more 
multicell horns i11 churches than any- 
one before him. Combining his teach- 
ing background with his knowledge 
of architectural acoustics and sound 
system design, he began to lecture at 
the University of Detroit and the  
Lawrence Institute of Technology. He 
continued his performing career with 
the Detroit Cantata Academy. 

In 1975 he joined Altec Lansing 
Corporation, in Anaheim, California, 
as manager of market development 
and training. After just two years he 
was promoted to d i rec tor  of 
systems/application engineering, and 
in 1979 he became vice president for 
market development. During this pe- 
riod dynamic products such as the 
first digital delay lines, incremental 
power amplifiers. constant-directivity 
horns, and large-scale touring sound 
systems were developed at Altec un- 
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der his superkision. He worked on i 
sound system designs for the 1976 ~ 
Montreal  Olympics,  The Moscow 
World Trade Centre, Sun Devil Stadi- 
um. Rupp Arena for the University of 
Kentucky,  and the 1984 Winter  
Olyillpics in Sarajevo. 

When Altec moved its operations to 
Oklahonia in 1982. Bob stayed in 

Tandy Corporation is the nation's leading consumer electronic retailer and a 
founder of the personal computerindustry. TANDY ELECTRONICS is responsible 
for the design and manufacture of products that are marketed through internal 
and external channels. Our continued success and growth has created an 
opportunity for a Senior DSP Engineer. 

The qualified candidate will be responsible for designing and developing low- 
power communications equipment, data communications equipment and digital 
hiah fidelitv equipment. Position requires a BSEE or MSEE and 10 years related 

southern California and becarne a sys- rience; experience in audio signal processing, ND-D/A conversion, and 
reduction techniques is a must. tern consultant. working with conipa- 

nies like Countryman Associates, Inc. dition to competitive salaries and high professional visibility, we provide 

In 1983 he joined Yamaha Music Cor- tching company contributions), a Deferred Salary & Investment Plan and 
poration as a product specialist for 1 Employee Stockownership Plan. For 

colnmercial i i l~dio products i n  the 1 immediate consideration, please for- 
ward your resume, including salary 

Combo division. Six rnorlths later. he 1 history, in confidence, to: Tandy 
was promoted to national sales niariag- s Technology, 231 Two Tandy 
er for the Professional Audio Products Center, Dept. AE491, Fort Worth, 

TX 76102; fax (817) 390-2104. A 
division. In 1988 he became manager i Division of Tandy Corporation. EOE. 
of promotions and advertising. i Affirmative Action Employer. 

He asas a member of the Audio En- 
gineering Society. Acoustical Society ! 
of America, and the Society of Mo- 
[ion Picture and Television Engineers. 
He was very active in the Audio Engi- i 
neering Society, serving as chairman ! 

.... ... for the 72nd Convention, w,orkshops , - - 

co-chairman for the 8 1 st Convention. , 
and exhibitor liaison for the 89th Con- 
vention. I11 1984. he received the AES 
Board of Governors' Award for hi4 
work for the society. 

Whether you knew Bob as a pro- 
foundly dignified. spotlessly attired. 
articulate, and witty person at trade 
shov,gs and professional meetings. or 
more closely. as a humorist relaxing 
in pressed blue jcans and plaid shirt 
who would rattle off the tongue-twist- 
ing lines of Gilbert and Sullivan's 
"Modern Major-General" to test loud- 
speakers and sound systems. or. if you 
were blessed to hear him sing. he will 
be missed. Not only have we lost 
sorneone who rnade a great contribu- 
tion to the audio conlmunity. we have 
lost a friend who taught each of us a 
lot about being human. 

A Robert Trabue Davis Scholarship 
Fund has been established to benefit 
the Central Kentucky Youth Orches- 
tras. 16 1 North Mill Street. Lexing- 
ton. KY 40507. I 

RON BENNETT ! 

T h e  Journal has a limited 
number of slightly dam- 
aged books for sale at re- 
duced prices including an- 
thologies, proceedings, 
indices, and directories. 
Most have all pages intact, 
but are missing covers. 
While supplies last these 
will be made available to 
members only at half their 
current selling price. All 
sales are final, and no re- 
turns will be allowed. This 
is an opportunity to eco- 
nomically build your library 
of invaluable audio 
literature. 

Contact AES Headquarters 
only for availability and 
ordering information. 
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