
IN MEMORIAM 

William B. Snow, pioneer in acoustics. 

W r r r r ~ ~  R .  SNOW, pionecr in 
acoustics and audio, Fellow of 

the Acoustic'il Society, Audio Engi- 
neering Society and IEEE, died sud- 
denly on October 5 at the age of 65. 

B~ll. who was born in San Francir- 
co on May 16, 1903, received a B.S. 
degree In 1923 and an EE in 1925 
from Stanford Univers~ty. At the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories. he played a 
major role in acoustics during the 
golden years of sound-1923-1941. 
From 1941-1945, he was ass~ctant di- 
rector of the Navy's Underwater 
Sound Laboratory at New London. 
Connecticut. then returned to BTI, 
for a ycdr before joining V ~ t r o  Cor- 
poration of Arnerica, where he be- 
came director ol phys~cal research 
and development In 1950. From 1952 
to 1960, he ran ,i consulting practice 
in Santa Monica, and after a short 
period at the Kamo-Wooldridge Cor- 
porat~on went to Bl\sett-Berman Cor- 

poration in 1961 as head of electro- 
acoustics. Just a fcw months ago, he 
relired and went back to consulting, 
this time for III'V Rcscarch Center. 

I t  is hard to describe Bill without 
seeming to exaggerate. He was a true 
gentleman, conservative but of open 
mind. He was simple, modest and 
strictly honest. He could laugh at a 
joke on himself. Hut on matters of 
principle you could not move him. His 
writing, like himself, was clear and to 
the point. ,411 whose lives he touched 
were somehow better for it. 
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LAUUE L. RII;,  president of his own C firm, International Recording 
Company, Bronxville, New- York. 
died on November 16 at the age of 
40 after n long illness. Born in Paris 
in 1928. Claude, a veteran of World 
War 11, studied at Ncw York Univcr- 
sity's College of Engineering before 
becoming n specialist in disc-cutting 

problems, "setting neu and higher 
standards In recorded muiic." He was 
ahle to 'aecompli~h the ~n~possible" 
when other engineers had given up. It 
was these challenges which kept him 
In his laboratory almost to the end 
when he moved the lab to his house 
and kept on workmg, with the help oi 
his wife Claire, desprte his declining 
health. Mr. Rle leave? h ~ s  wlfe, t w o  
dnughters, Mary Lynn and Theresa 
Jean. ~ n d  a son, Claude. 
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H F  SOCIETY dlso deeply regrets the T ,755 of two other mell,hers. Gus 

5. Caltabtano ot Bedfnrd He~ghti, 
Ohlo, who worked for the W. M. 
Janmon Supply C onipanq ielectron- 
ics) 111 Clcveland at the rime of h ~ s  
death: and John H Rlggs, Kenmnre, 
New YorL who frdm 19'35 until his 
death, wa.c with The Wurlitzer Corn- 
pany. most recentiy a\ ch~ef elec- 
tron~cs engineer. phonoglaph, 

Claude L. Rle, disc-cutting specialist. 
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