Minutes of the AES Technical Committee on Coding of Audio Signals
4th Meeting at the 106th AES Convention, Munich, 8 May 1999, Room F131, 3pm
Meeting called to order 3:15 PM by J. Herre, TC Co-Chair.
The agenda was approved as listed in the annex (see below). An attendance list was circulated,
also attached as an annex.
The chair reminded the group of the Technical Committee’s possible role as a starting point for
standardization project initiation. New technical ideas that are being proposed for AES
standardization should be brought to the attention of the TC and discussed for further
consideration by the standards committees.
The group reviewed the current TC-related activities in the context of the current Munich AES
convention. These include the workshop on MPEG-4 workshop (W10, Mon 5-7:30pm) and the
Technical Council Open House event (Sun 5-7pm, conference room K4). The chair pointed out
that there were past announcements for activities that have not been followed up appropriately.
So, if problems occur while organizing such an activity, it is suggested to obtain help from the
TC using the available “virtual office” facilities (e.g. email reflector, document server).
One of the most prominent TC-originating activities is the upcoming AES 17th International
Conference of High Quality Audio Coding. Karlheinz Brandenburg gave an update of the status
of preparations of the conference. Basically all preparations are running ok, there is a rich paper
program offered, the web site is up and running and registration is open via the web. The
importance of early registration was pointed out to make sure to get a hotel accomodation. Up to
200 participants are expected (if things go well). More logistic information will be posted on the
web site.
The committee went on discussing future activities at upcoming AES conventions. It was noted
that - due to the late date for the 106th AES convention in conjunction with the rather early date
of the 107th AES convention – proposals for activities at the NY AES convention were due quite
some time before the Munich AES convention and therefore could not be discussed at the TC
meeting as usual. Since these circumstances are outside the control of the TC, the discussions
need to take place ahead of the TC meeting on the email reflector in such cases. For the
upcoming NY AES convention an invited papers session is planned to provide right-in-time input
about the state of investigations about secure delivery of audiovisual content over networks
including reports about related working groups, such as SDMI, OPIMA etc.
The planned session stimulated an interesting discussion within the TC noting that the current
trend in SDMI seems towards divergence in terms of used technologies instead of the urgently
needed convergence to create a unified market for next-generation SDMI-enabled devices.
Similar trends were observed in the TC on Studio Practices and Production, chaired by George
Massenburg, where up to 4 different watermarking schemes are under discussion in production
environments.
A brainstorming session about potential activities for the 108th convention in Paris resulted in the
following ideas:
- Wieslaw Woszczyk proposed a presentation of highlights from the 17th AES Conference
- Jürgen Herre suggested a second work shop on MPEG-4 audio relating to the release of the
MPEG-4 version 2 standard in early 2000.
- Markus Erne proposed an educational activity, e.g. workshop, about “Demonstration of
typical coding artifacts of audio coders and what to listen for when evaluating coded signal

quality”. It was felt that following up on this idea would be very rewarding and could in fact
be part of an ongoing activity leading to a demonstration CD ROM. The CD ROM would
contain listening examples of several degrees of prototypical coding distortions together with
the names of these distortions and a description of the effect. In addition, there could be a
demonstration of typical grading scales used in official listening tests together with a set of
encoded/decoded items and the grades that these items received in the listening tests.
Wieslaw Woszczyk noted that there could be financial and logistical support from AES for
such educational CD ROMs. The question of copyright-free sound material was discussed.
Parts of the EBU’s well-known SQAM CD have been released recently for demonstration
purposes which could provide for some of the needed critical audio material. George
Massenburg noted that recordings done at universities could be another potential source of
appropriate material.
Next, Bob Schulein introduced the concept of the envisaged “Memorial Lecture Series”. These
lectures are proposed to take place once a year, alternating between the US and Europe. The
lecturer does not necessarily need to be an AES member and should be a person of distinguished
contribution to some fields of audio engineering. The Memorial Lecture Series is planned to be a
successor to the current “open house” events for presenting the AES Technical Council and its
Technical Committees. Related proposals are solicited and should be directed to Wieslaw
Woszczyk for further consideration.
There was no other business. The next TC meeting is planned for the next AES convention in
New York. The meeting was adjourned 4:45 PM.
Respectfully, J. Herre, Co-Chair.
------------------------------

Agenda:
1) Approval of Agenda
2) Opening Remarks of Chairman
4) Review of membership list, consideration of any others to invite
5) Review of activities for current convention
- MPEG-4 Workshop
- TC open house event
- Other activities
6) Status of 17th AES International Conference Preparations
7) Review of / proposals for activities at upcoming conventions,
conferences, workshops etc.
- 107th AES convention New York
- 108th AES convention
8) Proposed Memorial Lecture Series
9) Any Other Business
10) Next Meeting
11) Closing of the Meeting
List of Attendees:
- Karlheinz Brandenburg
- Jürgen Herre
- John Knapton

-

Noel McKenna
Antonio Pena
Markus Erne
Wieslaw Woszczyk
Marina Bosi
George Massenburg
Bob Schulein

