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Comments on the AES

Sir:

In a recent letter to the Editor, M
Frank E. Sherry has suggested the form
tion of some sort of an Audio Engines
ing Society. I wish to enter a strong di
sent to this proposal, as I believe it will i
further the advancement of this field,

The principal reason for this view mayh
seen from a consideration of the larg
number of technical groups now extan,
each for a mnarrow field. Neverthele,
this has resulted in duplication of effor,
competition for speakers and papers, ands
multiplicity of meetings which put 2 e
siderable drain on the time of the practicig
enginecr who must overlook no new develoy
ments. A partial solution has hcen
formation of Technical Societies Coundl
as in Chicago and other cities, with 4
monthly list of meetings made availabk
[ feel that our cfforts must he direcid
toward consolidation and centralizatin
rather than division of cnergies. A unif
group can easily foster sub-groups iy
specific purposes, and yet retain the g
vantages of a parent-body which is abl
by virtue of its prestige and size, 1o presat
with greaf, effectiveness the viewpoint f
its members to other groups, be thev
gincering, civie, or legislative,

Since audio engineering has hecome 1
large enough field to merit represcntatio,
I wish to propose that those interegl
consider the Acoustical Society of Ameri
This group is not purely scientific g
acadenic, but has a diversified membershy
which includes audio enginecrs, musicias
broadcast engincers, and sound rechniciax
as well as professors (who are in the ming
ity). The Society has recently broadems
its memberghip requirements to ineluds g
those interested in acoustics, with mo
classes of membership; morcover, it hg
provided for the establishment of region
scetions whose primary interest is simply
to be the advancement of acousties. |
wish to urge that those interested in audh
engineering  consider  affiliation with 1l
national Society as a valuable means ¢
avoiding adding to the present profusion
specialized groups and at the same tin
refaining the advantages of national TepIE-
sentation.  Of course, the particular pw
gram undertaken by any  such  regionl
group will depend on the desires of i
members, the national Society mers
offcring direetion and advice with ratha
loose control.

In closing, it may be mentioned thats
Chicago Section of the Acoustical Sociefy
of America is in the process of formation,

Vincent Salmon, Physicist
6220 So. Moody Ave.
Chicago, 111

Sir:

1 want to thank you for aiding in the
formation of an Audio Engincering Society

Because of a letter which wx
written by Frank E Sherry, Jr of Victori,
Texas, and appearing in your Decembe
issue, 1 was put in touch with C. J. LeBd
and Norman Pickering, both of New York
City, and formers of the Society. It
with a deep satisfaction 1o learn that
last something will be done about nationally

right, [ still have on hand Issue No. 1o
the original  Sound magazine issued

i recognizing the Audio Iingineer in his own
! prior to the war—July, 1941, to be exact.
I
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1 am looking forward to the first meetig
of the Socicty with as much hope s
anticipation as a kid does the night befor
Christmas. Thank you again for any ail
you might give the group in its initil
phases. Thank you also, tho in advang,
for the next 12 issues, which I know will ks
just as jam-packed with information as th
last issucs.

Jack Hartley
88 Diamond Bridge Ave,
Hawthorne, N. J.

Dear Editor:

In the Deccmber 1947 issue, Mr. F. I,
Sherry, Jr., raises the question as to whether
the time has come for the audio cngineer f
form an association of his own. I this
not.

It is true that the existing nationall
organizations have not, to date, recognize |
the existence of audio enginecrs nor haw |
they given them a voice, as 4 group, in thel
affairs of their socicties. However, insofy |
as the Institute of Radio Engineers is con
cerned, considerable progress has been mads
towards correcting this situation. o
example, as announced in some detail it
the January 1948 issue of the Proc. I. R. E,
a Committee on Professional Groups has
been formed (pg. 105) with the view towards
the cstablishment of groups “within the
Institute membership to promote meeting
in specialized fields” (pg. 106). In add-
tion other group activities, such as pro-
moting papers in their field, are contem-
plated. One of the groups specifically
mentioned is “audio.”

Of equal importance is the establishment
by the I. R. E. of an Audio and Vide
Technical Committce. Thus, for the firg
time in the history of the Institute, thes
fields are being recognized in their own
right and not as an adjunct of anothe
branch of the science

From an industry viewpoint, audio en-
ginecring is also beginning to reccive the
recognition. that is its due. For exaniple,
the Radio Manufacturers Association has
several active committees on audio facii-
ties covering broadcasting, sound ren
forcement and home receiver applications,
Also, the American Standards Association
has committees concerned with various
phases of standardization work in the audip
field

It seems to me that the audio and vides
engineer can best further progress In his
chosen field by taking an active and con-
structive part in the affairs of existing
organizations. I cannot see the need, at
this time, of an association of audio en
gincers, any more than I believe there should
be an Institute of Sonar Iinginecrs, or of
Radar Engineers, or Frequeney Allocation
Kngineers, to name but a few.

Howard A. Chinn

Chicl Audio Iinginecr
Columbia Broadeasting Svstem
New York City

Sir:

Through AUDIO ExcIiNerring I have
learned of activities in New York to bring
together those who are interested mainly in
the audio field. Mr. C. J. LeBel has
suggested that it might be possible to
determine the extent of interest along these
lines in the Philadelphia arca, if a letter
similar o his were published in Aupg
ENGINEERING.

I will be glad to act as a clearing house
Lo receive the names of those in the
Philadelphia Area who would eare to look
mto the matter if they will send a post

[ Continued on page 46]

[from page 8]

card to me at the address below. Infor-
mation of any activities will be sent to all
sending in their name, address and field of
audio engincering.
William P. West
522 Arbutus St.,
Philadelphia 19, Pa.

From the Audio Engineering Society

We have been flooded with mail from all
over the country, and it appears certain
that local scctions will be formed in a
number of citics. In order to help audio
engineers get together, we would be happy
to act as a clearing house for such opera-
tions.

In response to interest already shown, we
especially solicit response from the follow-
ing large centers:

Boston

Chicago

Cleveland

Dallas

Denver

Detroit

Indianapolis

Pittsburgh

San Antonio

San Francisco

Washington, D. C. )

When writing, please send the following
information: Name, mailing address, com-
pany, title or nature of work. ]

Letters should be addressed to the Acting
Secretary, thus: ‘

Norman G. Pickering
Acting Secretary )
Audio Enginecring Society,
Oceanside, N. Y.





