
A Chronology of American Tape Recording
Produced by Dale Manquen

A comprehensive historical review of the development of tape recording in the United States told directly from
the original contributors who advanced recorders from mono to 40 tracks—8 hours on VHS cassettes.

Now available on VHS cassettes…

Please send me (indicate quantity) ____ sets of the Los Angeles Section workshop American Tape Recorder Chronology. I have
enclosed $45. for each complete 8-hour VHS cassette set.
Orders must be prepaid by credit card or by check in U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank. Make checks payable to the Audio Engineering
Society. Complete order form and send with payment to:

Audio Engineering Society, 60 E. 42nd Street, New York, NY 10165-2520, USA.
Telephone +212 661-8528, Fax +212 682 0477

Name ______________________________________________________ Title _______________________________________________________
Company____________________________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________
City/State ——————————— Zip _______________________ Country ____________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________________ Fax ________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed ____________________________________________ Signature __________________________________________________
VISA/MC and AMEX __________________________________________________________________ Exp. Date ____________________

Marvin Camras* - Armour Research Institute
• One of America’s most prolific researchers in recording technology
• How he built his first wire recorder and a broad review of the history

and varied applications of magnetic recording

Jack Mullin* - Bing Crosby Enterprises
• How Jack used modified German Magnetophon recorders and

German tape to record the first U.S. radio network shows on magnetic
tape; attempts at instrumentation and video recording

Walter Selsted - Ampex Corp.
• One of the members of the design team for the first Ampex recorder,

the Model 200
• Who were the original Ampex designers and how did they meet?
• Refining the early designs

Mort Fujii - Ampex engineer during the 50s and 60s
• Early stereo; duplicators; multitracks including a 12-track 2" machine

at Bell Sound

Ham Brosious - Sales Manager for Scully during the Golden 
Years of Scully
• It was ‘David challenges Goliath’ when Scully introduced recorders that

competed with Ampex
Jeep Harned - Founder and developer of the MCI family of

recorders (via prerecorded telephone interview)

• Growing a HiFi shop into a major manufacturer of recorders and
consoles

Ray Dolby and David Robinson - Dolby Laboratories
• The history of Dolby Laboratories and noise reduction
Dale Manquen - 3M design engineer and Ampex product

manager
• 3M Company’s Dynatrack and M-56 Isoloop machines; the 

Ampex MM1100
Tom Stockham - Soundstream
• The Soundstream digital audio recorders—the first practical digital

recorders.
Keith Johnson - Gauss Electrophysics
• Evolution of the Gauss ‘Focused Gap’ high speed duplicators
Alastair Heaslett* - Ampex design engineer on many Ampex
products
• The products and technologies that contributed to the ATR-100 design
John Stephens - Owner of Stephens Electronics
• Pushing tape recording frontiers with a capstanless transport and 

40 tracks on 2 Inch tape
Marcus Ryle - President of Fast Forward and co-inventor of the
Alesis ADAT modular digital multitrack recorder
• History of the Alesis ADAT; opportunities in the digital future

The program covers tape recording history as a series of presentations by those who turned dreams into reality. In addition to
exploring the technology, you will learn the human side of the story. Don't miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to relive the birth
and development of magnetic tape recording in the U.S. with the original pioneers.

Presented by the Los Angeles Section of the Audio Engineering Society
Videotaped at Fox Tape, Hollywood, California on 1994 June 18

Corporate Sponsors: Dolby Labs, 3M, 360 Systems, Sony and Westlake Audio
Studio facilities, production and post production crews, and supplies donated by Fox Tape

Videotape copies donated to the AES by Modern Videotape

Credits:
Executive in Charge for Fox - Chris Homer

Fox Coordinator - Tony Ciesniewski

Join the Los Angeles section of the Audio Engineering Society in 1994 for an all-day trip through the history of audio tape recording
in the U.S. Hear the stories behind the development of audio recorders from the original participants. Our guides on our walk
through memory lane are two pioneering recording engineer/producers: Tom Dowd and Al Schmitt. Their advances in recording
techniques generated a continuing need for ever-improving tape recording equipment. Our list of presenters from across the country
reads like a "Who’s Who" in audio magnetic tape history:

*deceased


