
IN MEMORIAM 

point he ;+as in the hospita!. 
1 C O L I I ~  g o  911 a n d  fill this loeirnol 

v,,:th Bob's accompiishmenrs. beit I 
would rather  w.ritc a b o i ~ t  the x a p .  1 
always had grea: respect i'or him.  He 
was a dear  i'riend and  I feel that  his 
deati; is i;ot on!! a ios. ;0 t h e  inci::str! 
h: i c ~ e d  SO  ell. 5i;t ar. e \ e n  great?!. 

.rsonai loss to m)scl:'. Eob Fir,. na: D" " 
sl le  9;' :he mer! a 'no bl!ii: this indus- 
ir!, . 3: ga\ e I~I:c!: 1110:~ to ii tkan  hi. 
took :':om i t .  He  ~ 4 2 s  aiM1',\:. ~011- 

cc;.ncd a i t i ~  11:: icaciling 01.r;~; '  i l . 2 ~  

-, L ~ ,  the neR genera:lori v! eiigi~>t.t.:-k 
v, t ~ o  mould join our- illdusi-r-!. H e  spent 
a great dea! ai'i71i OUI: time teachiny 
o thers .  A i t i ~ o : ~ g h  he is ph>si~i.irii:~ 

., 3 .  gone.  33ui:i3es on  through ttae k n o ~ v i -  
edg:: a n d  love he gave :I:, a]!.  

\Ve a rc  saddened bq the news that  
o n e  of  o u r  elder members. George 
Sf. Tillett, died from injuries received 
in an au tomobi le  accident a: Ciear-  
water ,  Flor ida.  o n  1982 October  30. 
H e  was well kiion!n on  both sides of 
the Atlant ic  Ocean mainly th rough  
his articles on audio.  Tilletl was born 
in 1913 in Norwich. England, and  like 
s o  many  ot his period s tar ted work 
in a technical capacit! as a tesr engi- 
neer (with Ultra Electric) a n d  later 
developed a keen inrerest in music. 
A combinat ion of  work and  leisure 
interests naturally led him into high 
fidelity retailing a t  the age o t '23 .  Bq 
1948. at  age 35.  he had  acquired suf- 
ficient experience to  join P),e Tele- 

G .  W .  Tillett 

c o m m ~ ~ n i c a t i o n s  as a design engineer 
i'or VHF projects.  Three  years later 
he tr.ansl'erred to  Armst long  Wireless 
in L o n d o n  t o  become their ch ie fen-  
gineer. F r o m  tha i  point on  his career 
was solidlq welded t o  aud io  engineer- 
ing. Throughout  George's industrial 
career he moved qui te  rapidly from 
o n e  firm t o  ano ther ,  never staying 
more  than a f e b  years in an!, job.  
Over a period ot '44 years he worked 
for  fourteen dif'erent companies  be- 
fore finally "retiring" into t'ull-time 
journalism. 

After  four  ) e a r s  with Armst rong  
he became chief' aud io  engineer a t  
Decca. then on  to Heathkit.  England. 
and  so  t o  Rank  Wharfedale-his last 
employment before emigrating t o  the 

C n l t e d  S ta tes  In t h e  mid-sixt ies .  
Mea~:whilc George  had s tar ted to  
write revieu,s on amplifiers for  Reco~? 
,l'e~,.s and  Hi-Fi NPH S. This s e c o n d a r ~  
a c t i v i t ~ ,  which he later claimed losi 
him man! f r i e ~ d i .  eventuall) rook 
over :‘ram other  work  and  provided 
him a:it!i a i i ~ c i i h ~ o d  i'or thi. rest of' 
his Iil'e. 

D u r i n g  the earl! period of his so-  
,,, in the b'S.4. George ivorked ~SU-. '  

for Fish.;- hiacilo Corporation as  zhic!' 
engir,ee:- st the Milro) ~ i a n l .  l i e  s ~ i b -  
seguer;t;j became chiei' engii1~c.r c ~ i  

Audio Dqnamics Corporation in i'iev, 
h4ilr'or.d. I r  was in  1969 that  he  was  
oti'ered the edirorship of Audio mag- 
a7ine a n d  n > o \ ~ e d  into that  post t o  
take o\>er from the legendary C. 6, 
McProud  w h o  was then near retire- 
ment. His  editorship lasted three a n d  
a half >cars .  Afterward there was o n e  
more  brief flirtation with industry a t  
Epicure before he decided t o  call it a 
day  a n d  retire t o  Florida in 1974. He 
continued ro write o n  a freelance 
basis fo r  several magazines in t h e  
USA a n d  Grea t  Britain. Even a t  the  
t ime of  his death.  George was still a 
contributing editor a t  Audio. 

At te r  surviving major  surgerg. f o r  
abdomina l  cancer only three )ea rs  
ago,  it seems indeed cruel that  he lost 
his life as a result of being s truck by 
a car while crossing the street.  H e  is 
survived by his second wife. Patricia. 
who was with him at  the t ime o f t h e  
accident. 
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