
I N  MEMORIAM 

Kazuo Iwama. pr-esidcnt a n d  chief 
operat ing otficcl of Sony Corpora-  
tion, died at  a hospital in Tokyo 1982 
A ~ r g i ~ s t  24. H e  was 63 ycars old.  

Iwama gradua ted  t'r.om the  gco- 
pliqsics clcpartmcnl of' 'l'cokq o I mpc- 
rial Univcrsit) in 1942. H e  worked 
for  the Ear-thquake Research Institute 
o t t h e  s;inie ~rniversi ty  in 1945 antl in  
J1rne 1946, joined Sony  ( then ?okqo  
T c l c c o m m ~ ~ n i c a t i o r i s  Engineering 
('or-poration). Together- with Masaru  
Ibuka ,  the t'oundcr o t  Sony Cor-pora- 
tion a n d  present honorary chairman. 
I w a r u a  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  I'or t h c  
g r o w t h  o t  S o n y  a s  a n  electronics 
leader. 

In 1953, Iwarna headed a special 
task I'or-ce to  study the  tlcvclopmcnt 
a n d  product ion ol ' transistors I'or 1rse 
a t  r:~dio l'rcqlrcncies. His  ett'or-tb in 
this area led t o  the  product ion of J a -  

K .  !wan);) 
pan's I'irst transistorized television 
rcceiver in 1960. I I e  perf'ormed a n  
impor tan t  role in technological lead- 
ership ot ' t l ic company-prinlarily in 
the f.ield ot '  semiconti i~ctors .  

I Jis con t r ib i~ t ions  also includeti the 
cie~eloprr~eri t  of Sony  as  an intcrna- 
tional corpor-a.tion. I n  Miry 1971, he 
was appointecl president anti c h i c l ' c ~ -  
cc i~ t ivc  ott'icel- o f  Sony Corpora t ion  
01' Amcr-ica and  began pi-o~noiirng 
Sonq ' s  g loba l  mar-ket ing s t r ;~ tegy  
iron1 the s tandpoin t  of' product ion,  
while taking charge of ~ ; I I - k c t i r i g  in 
Atnerica. Sony is :I s~ is ta in ing  mcm- 
her of' the AES. 

Iwarna pl:i)cd a kc) role in work-  
ing ou t  plans by w l ~ i c h  Son) became 
the first Japanese electronic company 
to 1>~1ild ;I colc)r '1.V I I I ~ I J I L I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ L I I I I I ~  

plant in the  lJniteci Statcs. 
IJpon ~ . c t i ~ r n i r ~ g  t o  l o k q o  in .June 

1973. Iwama was appointed deputy 
president.  In . l a n ~ i a r >  1976, lie was 
iiamctt pr-csident a n d  chictoper-atitlg 
ol l~cer . .  In 1979, lie received the med- 
al ol '  honor- with blue ribbon I 'ro~n 
His  Majest) .  the  t i~npcr -or  01. J a p a n .  
l'liis awar-ti cited his leadership in clcc- 
tronics n i a r l ~ ~ l ~ c t i i ~ - i n g ,  which con- 
tributed t o  the  enhancement  n t 'man-  
agement  efficiency and  thc lcvcl 01'  
technology in tha t  industry. It  a lso 
I-ccogni/cd his outs tanding leatiership 
in \far-ious rclatcd oi-gani7ations. 

A memor-ial service was held in 
Tokyo  o n  Sep tember  4.  

Charles Webher, owner of Char-les 
Wcbbcr  Product ions in S a n t a  A n a ,  
C A ,  diecl M a y  3, at  the age o f 6 6 .  A 
io rmcr  rad io  announcer- a n d  engi- 
neer-, Wcbbcr  designeci the  or igini~l  
s o u n d  systcrn for- the Analleim Sta-  
d ium ant i  t o r  the  University ot.C'ali- 
111-nia. I o s  Ar~gelcs  P;111lcy P;ivilion. 
the ] ,o r - i~n i  in lnglewood and the  f;ine 
Ai-is Building at  thc University of Czrl- 
il'orrii;~ at  Irvinc. 

Earn in 1910 in Nor th  D t ~ k o t a .  
M7cbber was a long-time resident of  
Nor-tli Minncapollx bcl'orc moving t o  
S a n t a  Aria in 1900. In tlic 60s he set 
irp tlic sound  system l o r  the  Heatlcs 
cancel-t ill Los  Angcles antl handled 
5our1d f o r  o t l~cr -  major- acts a s  u~c l l  as  
lo r  appc;ir;~nccs (of' IJ.S. Presidents 
and prcsiidcnti;~l candid:~tcs. 

A retir-cd Ircute~iant  cc~loncl,  Web- 
bcl- was active in sever-al ]'lying clubs 
arici 3 past president ol'tlic oldest Ily- 
ing c lub  in Minneso t ;~ .  H e  wr-ote a 
newspapel- column I'or the North Hen- 
t ~ e / ~ i i i  POSI in Minnesota,  a n d  assist- 
ed in the development of' a seconti- 
ary a i rpor t  svstcm in the  Twin  Cities 
metropoli tan al-ea. 

A member  ol ' thc A u d i o  En&' w e e r -  
ing Society. Webber  was also :I life 
member  o f  Dixieland .Jay;. Inc. ot' 
Calil'ornia. 
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