
BILL PUTNAM 

Bill Putnam (center) in the studio at work with Stan Kenton (seated at piano). 

Editor's Note: The Journal is pleased to publish 
the second in a series of interviews with major figures 
in audio conducted by the Los Angeles Section. On 
December 21, 1980 Peter Sutheim was moderator of 
"An Afternoon with Bill Putnam," one of the giants in 
sound recording. An edited transcript of the interview 
follows. We were saddened to learn of Mr. Putnam's 
death on April 13, 1989 (his obituary appears on p. 532 
of the June issue). 
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Sutheim: As a brief introduction, let me begin with the 
year Bill founded Universal Recording in Evanston, Illi- 
nois. It was 1946, and in about a year he moved to Chicago 
where he founded the Universal label. By the early 50s 
almost half the hits on the charts were recorded by Bill. 
Skipping over some 25 years brings us to 1980 when Bill 
was chairman and chief operating officer of United 
Recording Corporation, which then included UREI, United 
Western Studios in Hollywood, and Coast Recorders in 


