
AN AFTERNOON WITH: 
JOHN K. HILLIARD 

The AES Los Angeles Section formation banquet, Hollywood, California, 1951 (left to right): John Frayne, Westrex; John 
Hilliard, Altec-Lansing; Bob Callen, disk and motion picture sound recordist; Oliver Berliner, Soundesign Engineers; and 
Richard Ranger, Rangertone. (Photo courtesy of Oliver Berliner) 

Editor's Note: The Los Angeles Section of the 
Audio Engineering Society conducts a series of 
interviews with major figures in audio. This well- 
known series is called An Afternoon With. These liv- 
ing room setting conversations are usually held on 
Sunday afternoons. The Journal is pleased to pub- 
lish the first of such features, an edited transcript of 
highlights of the interview, with John Hilliard on 
October 18, 1981. Bob Rypinski moderated "An 
Afternoon With" one week before Mr Hilliard's 80th 
birthday. 

Rypinski: We're honored today to have as our guest 

John Hilliard, who has a long and important record in the 
annals of audio. We've invited him to tell us about him- 
self and his work in the field. Tell us how you got your 
first start in sound? 

Hilliard: My adventure began when I went out to Hol- 
lywood in 1928, after studying at the University of Min- 
nesota. I was recupcrating from an illness when an offer 
came from Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks at 
United Artists in Hollywood. My wife and I decidcd to 
travel there via boat. When we arrived, there were piles 
of concrete and piles of Western Electric apparatus wait- 
ing to be installed. 
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